
 

 
After a decade of expanding its beef production, Brazil is forecast to become the world’s largest 
beef exporter in 2004.  This strong growth in the beef sector will lead to record beef exports, 
forecast at nearly 1.4 million tons in 2004.  Brazil has doubled the number of countries it exports 
to in recent years and is likely to fill some part of the beef deficit left by import restrictions on the 
United States in Hong Kong and smaller markets looking for substitutes for U.S. beef.  Brazil 
cannot compete to fill the deficit in Japan and Korea, due to its FMD status.  However, the bulk 
of Brazil’s exports of fresh and frozen beef go to the EU, where U.S. beef does not compete for 
market share.  The strong Euro will help Brazil have a competitive edge in exporting to the EU, 
where it currently has 25 percent market share.  Brazil’s expanded beef output, expected to reach 
a record 7.7 million tons in 2004, is due to improved genetics, better management, and higher 
profitability in cattle production.  Growth in production is further expected to be supported by a 
rebound in domestic demand due to decreased unemployment and federal programs to fight 
hunger and improve nutrition. 

Brazil's Beef Situation 
     

 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004(f) 
(1,000 tons; Carcass Weight Equivalence (CWE))     
Beginning Stocks  20 10 5 2 0 0 0 0 
Production  6,050 6,140 6,270 6,520 6,895 7,240 7,385 7,680 
Imports  145 102 54 72 44 78 63 70 
Exports  232 306 464 492 748 881 1,175 1,350 
Consumption  5,973 5,941 5,863 6,102 6,191 6,437 6,273 6400 
Ending Stocks  10 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 
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Brazil
BEEF IMPORTS

(metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Argentina 31,643 61,879 23,955 5,405 4,987 4,751 2,667 6,827 3,329

Paraguay 8,908 8,614 6,944 15,126 8,364 18,531 12,132 24,764 28,779

United States 0 5 29 185 19 0 0 0 0

Uruguay 13,360 31,252 52,770 37,944 14,386 19,738 9,587 4,709 4,101

Others 26 15 37 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 53,937 101,765 83,734 58,661 27,756 43,021 24,385 36,300 36,209

US market share 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Frozen
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Argentina 42,723 16,015 9,933 5,267 4,418 3,825 2,374 5,126 2,819

Paraguay 5,060 2,958 961 897 641 1,072 2,318 2,216 2,644

United States 725 2,226 3,032 4,020 939 130 22 3 3

Uruguay 8,158 8,713 6,472 3,921 3,164 2,675 1,942 11,498 2,845

Others 546 218 300 282 569 84 0 6 0

Total 57,212 30,130 20,698 14,389 9,731 7,786 6,656 18,849 8,311

US market share 1% 7% 15% 28% 10% 2% 0% 0% 0%

Processed
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

United States 1 17 0 9 0 4 10 0 8

Uruguay 8 19 698 1,347 563 160 151 12 3

Others 85 623 490 166 78 4 18 0 19

Total 94 659 1,189 1,522 641 168 179 12 30

US market share 1% 3% 0% 1% 0% 2% 5% 0% 27%

Grand Total 111,243 132,554 105,621 74,572 38,128 50,975 31,220 55,161 44,550

Total US market share 1% 2% 3% 6% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Sources: U.N. Statistical Office for for 1995-1996 and Brazil Secratariat of Foreign Trade for 1997-2003.



Brazil
BEEF EXPORTS

(metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Argentina 0 0 0 16 21 30 419 419 0
Chile 0 22 520 661 10,077 18,536 40,167 55,723 76,408
European Union 5,333 5,641 6,653 7,505 16,930 23,963 37,507 41,275 57,060
Lebanon 0 0 0 206 2,254 3,584 2,616 4,606 7,787
Saudi Arabia 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,428 3,135 5,547
Switzerland 1,018 813 750 1,073 1,438 2,306 1,841 1,292 2,212
United Arab Emirates 0 0 0 0 0 103 440 592 1,608
United States 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 35 0
Others 27 10 16 1,411 369 302 694 1,881 4,120
Total 6,378 6,486 7,938 10,873 31,089 48,824 85,142 108,958 154,742

Frozen
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Argentina 0 0 22 112 268 134 388 0 0
Angola 25 75 72 443 303 862 1,727 2,582 2,871
Bahrain 0 0 0 0 208 175 492 296 447
Bulgaria 0 27 0 0 0 1,991 9,873 2,994 8,532
Chile 0 0 370 1,672 8,794 13,118 16,405 20,238 18,996
China 0 0 14 0 15 373 1,166 244 722
Egypt 0 0 946 2,122 277 2,392 49,561 47,228 76,185
European Union 23,326 31,780 33,466 45,631 72,381 76,360 77,701 84,382 94,286
Hong Kong 4,204 2,648 2,559 3,332 12,662 11,204 13,476 14,031 18,948
Iran 0 0 0 3,953 5,249 1,580 27,151 8,374 35,616
Israel 991 1,701 4,134 7,112 5,704 12,436 34,376 19,083 19,099
Kuwait 0 0 0 0 58 39 1,476 2,445 3,453
Lebanon 28 42 53 307 589 743 366 875 675
Netherlands Antilles 82 250 311 926 1,259 1,403 1,637 830 656
Peru 0 25 146 466 733 808 811 217 332
Philippines 0 0 0 0 25 990 6,829 17,010 21,708
Russia 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,013 39,025 83,460
Saudi Arabia 100 912 0 75 1,906 2,345 24,719 40,663 39,477
Singapore 1,475 1,603 1,477 1,654 6,212 6,254 7,346 9,830 11,092
Switzerland 730 366 454 1,937 2,073 3,085 1,461 1,552 3,400
United Arab Emirates 0 0 0 0 270 576 1,676 2,804 3,862
United States 14 27 30 0 16 23 87 81 66
Venezuela 0 0 0 0 0 0 917 1,782 300
Others 154 713 450 236 648 2,942 1,492 4,719 21,192
Total 31,129 40,169 44,504 69,977 119,651 139,832 283,146 321,285 465,375



Processed
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Angola 109 319 312 663 1,381 1,514 1,925 4,280 5,701
Bahamas 443 528 370 618 676 686 584 479 622
Barbados 484 433 514 636 584 432 492 549 575
Canada 1,083 1,889 2,554 1,479 2,957 2,920 1,212 2,394 4,208
Egypt 2,439 1,259 411 1,770 923 1,422 1,441 1,954 1,300
European Union 60,139 49,401 47,778 54,173 67,100 63,985 66,431 72,740 74,921
Israel 134 85 85 187 152 165 516 253 608
Jamaica 2,651 1,834 3,294 3,641 4,227 2,873 2,226 3,479 3,383
Japan 713 905 677 625 1,061 1,400 1,141 758 840
Jordan 518 383 705 522 851 906 871 1,391 2,776
Kuwait 0 0 15 57 5 98 270 346 472
Lebanon 308 536 335 594 305 250 281 184 1,091
Malta 811 933 710 650 775 677 771 811 704
Paraguay 559 243 169 330 305 484 264 164 148
Philippines 2,971 2,183 1,433 633 717 902 346 950 1,082
Saudi Arabia 987 941 521 1,197 1,010 794 391 1,295 1,293
Trinidad & Tobago 582 738 486 1,226 1,004 785 1,271 1,191 1,328
United Arab Emirates 228 221 185 179 273 297 568 725 1,182
United States 17,198 22,270 24,694 25,556 26,246 25,909 26,233 46,286 48,776
Others 5,397 2,961 2,705 12,058 28,888 18,481 18,630 7,540 13,224
Total 97,754 88,062 87,954 106,791 139,440 124,980 125,866 147,769 164,234

Grand Total 135,261 134,717 140,396 187,641 290,180 313,636 494,153 578,012 784,351

Share to U.S. (%) 13% 17% 18% 14% 9% 8% 5% 8% 6%

Source: U.N. Statistical Office for 1995-1996; Brazil Secratariat of Foreign Trade for 1997-2003.
Note: All data are reported in Product Weight


